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How it all started…

• Thesis: The Impact of 
Classroom Language 
Teaching in German 
Language Teacher 
Education

• classroom language

• teacher talk and student 
talk

• general language, specific
classroom phraseology and
pragmatic features
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Previous Research in the Field

• three main acpects of
research: language input, 
language output and
interaction

• error analysis of teacher
talk – “problematic input”

• classroom English in
German schools

teacher talking time vs. 
student talking time in a 
foreign language classroom
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Recent Research in Croatia  - Students and
Trainee Teachers

• Patekar - observation sheets to identify the most important
problems (English)

German: 

• Lütze-Miculinić and Landsman Vinković – diagnostic test 

• Biljan Truck - diagnostic test

• NO learner spoken corpus – although classroom language –
predominantly classroom talk
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Methodology - instruments

Relevant to the project:

• audio recorded spoken
discourse of Croatian 
master students of 
teaching German as a 
foreign language 
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The idea of the project…

• to merge the 
knowledge of a foreign 
language teaching 
specialist and a 
language processing 
specialist 

• to detect and classify 
different types of errors 
found in the spoken 
classroom discourse
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Challenges in the research …

• „Module German v2.0“ (Ralph Müller)

– primarily introduced to analyse literary texts –
classroom language = different register

– only 9 general word classes

– no articles as a special word class (together with 
pronouns)

– no numbers as a special word class
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Challenges in the project …

• the problem of treating wrongly pronounced 
words as lexical entries

• teacher talk:

– sometimes explanatory, sometimes encouraging

– many unfinished sentences and words 

– usage of the mother tongue in a FL classroom
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Challenges in the Research…

• oral production = particles and interjections 

• annotation of the length - additional meaning 
to the standard unmarked version

• semantic field?

• pragmatic field?
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Looking for errors: Reversed logic!

What does not match?
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Errors’ Dashboard

NooJ2020, Zagreb 15



Errors’ Dashboard
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Helping
Teachers & Students

Save grading time Self-assessment

NooJ2020, Zagreb 17



Preparing the NooJ German Module for the Analysis 
of a Learner Spoken Corpus

Mirela Landsman Vinković mlandsma@ffzg.hr

Kristina Kocijan krkocijan@ffzg.hr


